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In his final address as Presiding Bishop 
of our Conference, Bishop Abrahams 

took a moment to “look back” and 
share with the Conference, the joys, 

setbacks and frustrations of the 
journey.  One of the frustrations was 

that the annual Conference theme is not 
always brought through to grass roots 

level. Issues still needing intensive 
attention include HIV, the leadership 

role of women and of laity, youth work, 
diversity, the disabled, and many more. 
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we cannot break the cycle of 
exclusion. We should not try to limit 

God, and call unclean those who God 
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Looking ahead, the Presiding Bishop 
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inclusivity as we come to the Round 

Table for our Conference, and  to find 
new paths of mission, and to cross 

boundaries to see how God will 
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disciples’ encounter with the lame man 
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A nameless man, ignored by 
worshippers to the Temple receives 
compassion, recognition and dignity 

from the two Christ-followers. The 
question we are left to ask ourselves 
is: how many disabled people do we 

bypass on our way to church, and how 
we are called to offer compassion and 
inclusion to beautiful children of God 
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Exodus 4 goes even further with its 
challenge through Moses, who was 
disabled in more than one way. He 
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our potential and capacity. People with 
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and song we were able to open our 
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Fungile Dotwana, who was re-elected 

for a further three year term,  
challenged clergy and lay leaders to 
partner and not to create two centres 
of power. Three critical points were 

stressed, needing our attention, firstly, 
youth empowerment, secondly woman 

empowerment - not only in the vital 
area of Circuit and District leadership, 
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•The Child Desk is becoming a strong 
resource and engine behind work to 

children. They have produced an 
excellent Children’s Policy Booklet for 
our use. Networking with a number of 

key organisations, the Desk has 
vulnerable children in focus, including 
children at the Johannesburg Central 

Methodist Mission which continues to be 
an enormous challenge, through to 
informal childcare efforts as far as 

Angola and Somalia.
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Presiding Bishop, 
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carried the cross of your leadership 
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him for his leadership, and pray God’s 
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